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It is with deep regret that we announce the death 
of John Coats Browne, president of the Council of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and its senior 
member, which occurred on June 20, 1918. He was 
elected a member of the Society, February 8, 1863; a 
councillor, February 12, 1877; vice-president of the 
Council, May 25, 1914, and its president, October 25, 
1915, succeeding the late Hon. James T. Mitchell. 

Mr. Browne was born in Philadelphia, February 18, 
1838, and was educated at the Episcopal Academy and 
private schools. After a short mercantile experience, 
he took up the study of chemistry in the laboratory of 
Professor James C. Booth, and throughout his life was 
interested in mineralogy, accumulating a fine collection 
of crystallized specimens for the microscope. His 
knowledge of photography was remarkable, and he was 
one of the first to make instantaneous pictures, in 1867, 
photographing moving vessels on the Delaware Elver. 
In the organization of the Photographic Society of 
Philadelphia, he took an active interest; his views of 
historic buildings in Philadelphia and vicinity attract- 
ing much attention, as well as his large and valuable 
collections of local prints and broadsides, and relics of 
the Civil War, both Union and Confederate. 

From 1868 to 1883, Mr. Browne served as a man- 
ager of the Philadelphia Dispensary, and in 1872, he 
was elected a manager of the Episcopal Hospital, a 
position which he filled nearly forty years continuously, 
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and on his retirement, was elected vice-president of the 
Board, which office he held at the time of his death. 

During Mr. Browne's long membership of fifty-five 
years, he took an interest in everything which added to 
the prosperity and reputation of the Society, and served 
on important committees. His regularity in attendance 
at meetings of the Council was remarkable; he was of 
a retiring and studious disposition, always courteous 
and considerate, and took pleasure in the society of 
his friends and associates. 



